MARLBOROUGH
the once radiant Frances, had secured a small pension from
the French Government, and passed her time either in
France or in Flanders. But her heart was turned towards
her native land. We find the Marlboroughs using their
influence with the English Ministers to obtain permission for
her return to Ireland. James Brydges, son of Lord Chandos
and later Paymaster-General of the Forces, notes in his
journal in May 1701 how " Lord and Lady Marlborough
came to see me and left Lady Tyrconnell's petition." * They
do not seem to have been successful, for it was not till 1707
or 1708 that she took up her abode in Dublin, where she
founded a nunnery for " poor Clares " and lived to the verge
of ninety.
There is a letter of Sarah's written to one of her uncles
which discloses a minor intrigue, and also shows that feminine
sentiment towards Customs regulations was much the same
then as now:
I have sent you three dozen and three pairs of gloves, which
I desire you will try to get the gentleman you said was going to
France to carry with him. He will find no difficulty at the
customs house here if his things are to be seen; but in France
those sort of things are forbid, and therefore I trouble you with
them, because I can't send them as one does other goods that
one may have in that country for paying for, but I conclude they
are not so exact, but that a gentleman may carry any thing of
that nature and they won't dispute it. They must be given to
Madam Dumene, without naming my sister at all, and if it be
as easy to you I believe it will be best not to name me to the
gentleman you give *em to, who I conclude you know enough to
ask such a favour from, but if he won't undertake it I desire you
would be pleased to let the gloves be sent again to my porter
at St James's and I must try to find some other opportunity of
sending them.
The ice of a long frost being broken, the King felt the
comfort in his many troubles of Marlborough's serene,
practical, adaptive personality, which no difficulties found
without resource, which no dangers disturbed. In July 1698,
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